
2014 TIDES Tech Demo – “More a Science Fair than a Trade Show”

We’re still talking about the 8th Annual TIDES Technology Demonstration that took place at the National Defense University on October 7-10. Valuable feedback is still being filtered in from both exhibitors and visitors and the TIDES team would like to share! 

The EXHIBITORS are an important component of the TIDES technology demonstration so their insight is uniquely valuable.  Overall, vendors had positive impressions of the tech demo and were satisfied with the quality visitors that attended. Below are some additional comments that exhibitors passed along to the TIDES team:

“I’ve always enjoyed participating in STAR TIDES because it’s more of a learning experience for us and very much different than participating in trade shows.” -- Solar Stik

“[TIDES Demo] exceeded all our expectations. We were thoroughly impressed by the diversity of the different attendees and very excited by their reaction to our product. …We were able to make a lot of contacts at this event. The networking aspect of this event was beneficial to our distribution company.”-- The Basilar Group


“As I was able to get key international groups to attend TIDES, I met my goals as this is one of the few places except at the TIDES AFCEA events that attendees view a broad spectrum of “Off Grid” innovations.” -- Mobile Sciences Consortium, LLC

 “Interesting folks wandered by. The Japanese delegation was particularly interested in what we had to offer.” -- Solar Cookers International

“The TIDES Demo was an eye opening experience for me personally. It exceeded my expectations in terms of how much I was able to learn from the exhibition. It was encouraging to talk to people as they shared their own ideas and experiences, which could be useful to us in the future...” --Toilets For People

“The people we met at our booth were also the ones we were trying to contact on our own. Having them come to our booth was the best outcome of the trip.” -- AquaSolve Ventures, LLC

“I was able to network with several end users and other exhibitors that made the event worthwhile.” – Thuraya

“The visitors were not there at our booth for just 4 or 5 minutes asking questions, but for 45 minutes. We have never had this level of interest." GoSolar
“We use the STAR TIDES demos as a business development opportunity as well as a way to get some hands-on experience for our newer personnel in order to better understand the Solar Stik system architecture. As in previous years, we were able to meet our objectives.” -- Solar Stik

“Sent Unit to Haiti. Might have found a new venture partner with panel technology company. Always find the show to be a super experience.” – Decadome

Of course, the VISITORS are important to the success of the TIDES technology demonstration as well, and consequently their thoughts are just as valuable as those from the exhibitors. Here’s what some of the visitors were saying after the 2014 demo:

“I introduced a number of vendors to the ARL TSOA opportunity whereby they may be able to demonstrate their products/services to a variety of federal customer bases and gain valuable insight into those customer’s outlooks and needs.” 

“This was my second year attending, and I’m very glad that I’ve gone...As a fellow at DoD, I hope to support STAR TIDES, as I have a personal interest in identifying common technology interests across defense, humanitarian, disaster response, and development. I also have become increasingly interested in helping communicate our (DoD’s) needs and constraints to entrepreneurs, given the number of misguided letters we get from entrepreneurs/constituents.”

“I would like to be placed on your invite list for next year, and if possible know when it will take place so we at USCENTCOM can plan for it and POM for it.” –USCENTCOM  visitor
“I am really looking forward to seeing you all again next year, as it grows...I really liked it being outside where the "ACTUAL" technology is set up and used/displayed, not just "slick sheets" with monitors showing it.  Hands-on is great!!!  Thanks for doing what you are doing, it has merit in supporting our men and women in uniform!”

“We have been featuring the leaders within STAR TIDES for the past four to five [4 - 5] years on The EmeraldPlanet TV.  We have also featured about eight [8] of the exhibitors and vendors on The EmeraldPlanet TV over the past three [3] years.”

“I found the TIDES demo very thought provoking,  full of great speakers (panelists) and sincerely enjoyed meeting the vendors and those that had booths.” -- NORTHCOM visitor

“The innovation panel of the Hon. Dennis V. McGinn, Assistant Secretary of the Navy - Energy, Installations & Environment;  Jim Craft, Deputy director for Information Enterprise Management and Chief Information Officer, and Heather King, Director for Preparedness Policy, National Security Council Staff, provided a great strategic look at the topic, while reminding the audience that it is people that do the innovation, and individual resiliency is the start...” -- NORTHCOM visitor

“John Crowley's (of Harvard Humanitarian Initiative) presentation was absolutely superb!!  I am in awe of the work that he does (wish I had more NORAD-NORTHCOM colleagues there to hear him), and  Abi (from American Red Cross) who was teamed with John provided a great overview of what ARC is attempting to accomplish in their world.” -- NORTHCOM visitor


